THEISM

npHOITGH I have defined the problem of Natural
Theology, to be that of the existence of God or of
a God, rather than of Gods, there is the amplest his-
torical evidence that the belief in Gods is immeasura-
bly more natural to the human mind than the belief
in one author and ruler of nature; and that this more
elevated belief is, compared with the former, an arti-
ficial product, requiring (except when impressed by
early education) a considerable amount of intellectual
culture before it can be reached. For a long time,
the supposition appeared forced and unnatural that
the diversity we see in the operations of nature can
all be the work of a single will. To the untaught
mind, and -to all minds in pre-scientlfic times, the
phenomena of nature seem to be the result of forces
altogether heterogeneous, each taking its course
quite independently of the others \ and though to
attribute them to conscious wills is eminently natural,